
I am Ray Bagnuolo, minister member of the Presbytery of Genesee Valley, requesting your 
approval of 11-05.

First, I begin this time asking for silence to remember the victims of the massacre in Orlando. 
For this, too, is ours. Please join me in a short moment of silent prayer.

God, grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, the courage to change 
the things I can and the wisdom to know the difference.

Thank you.

Forty years of the struggle for inclusion in this church has produced harms, as any conflict of 
such magnitude and duration is sure to do.

Years of unaffimring church practices toward our LGBTQ and supportive siblings have harmed 
our missions our families and one another in many ways including:

- Refusal of calls for queer folk
- Exhaustive and demeaning accusations, charges and trials against us and our allies
- Loss of pension benefits, careers, 
- Being outed against our wills
- excluded from our worshiping families sending too many to harms worse than these

Our institution has too often permitted dysfunction to rule, confirming public suspicions that 
QUEER folks and their allies were unwelcome here. At times, we have spread a  
disenfranchising gospel, one centered on exclusion, proselytizing fear as a path to love. 

It doesn't work that way.

- We can change this all beginning with 11-05. 
- we can accelerate an institutional admission And apology that brings us together
- In so doing, We can recognize the PCUSA as one of the most welcoming faith communities in 

the world, committed to honoring those whose injuries have been real, long lasting and 
unaddressed. 

Orlando, 11-05 can be statement of humility and courage and hope from a mainline Protestant 
denomination, profoundly impacting our church and our nation, even as we grieve such 
unimaginable loss.

For a time such as this, we, too, have been called. To this hope in our calling we have gathered. 
May we be ready now. 



I am Ray Bagnuolo, Chaplain and Minister Director of That All May Freely Serve, speaking in 
Favor of the motion.

In addition to the scientific and moral implications of discredited attempts to reengineer who it is 
God has created us to be within the fluid and unfolding sacred nature of our gender, and in 
addition to all that you have heard...

I raise the callous nature of promising the false hope of change and resolution of deeply human 
struggles to those individuals and their families, too often to confirm own bias at the expense of 
the well-being and beautiful lives of our siblings.

We know such promises have no place in our love and care of others..


